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A. Thiers (1858) and Georges Oudard (1927), and these are all available
in English translations. Law's only English biographers proper are J. P.
Wood (1824) and A. W. Wiston-Glynn (1908), but biographies in the
form of fiction have been written by Harrison Ainsworth, John Law, the
Projector, London, 1864, and by Michael Harrison, Gambler's Glory,
London, 1940. None of these is satisfactory, although Wood's book has
considerable genealogical interest and Cochut lias collected most of the
contemporary anecdotes. The two short anonymous sketches which ap-
peared during Law's lifetime, The Memoirs of the Life and Character of
the Great Mr. Law, London, 1721, and Het Leven en Caracier van den Heer
Jan Law, Amsterdam, 1722, must be regarded with caulion. An exhaustive
account of the history of Law's family and Lauriston, based largely on
original Scottish sources, has been given by John A. Fairley in his Lau-
riston Castle; The Estate and its Owners, Edinburgh and London, 1925.
The period is rich in memoirs and journals of contemporary French-
men, who had an opportunity of observing Law and the operation of the
Mississippi scheme at close quarters. The principal works in this category
are by Barbier, Buvat, D'Argenson, Dangeau, Duclos, Marais, Narbonne,
Noailles, Villars, and Saint-Simon. Of these the most valuable is the
Memoires de Saint-Simon in the erudite edition by A.M. de Boislisle, Vols*
XXX to XXXVIII, Paris, 1919-1926. Most informative of the private
correspondents of the period is Charlotte Elizabeth, Duchess of Orleans
.('Madame*), whose letters have appeared in numerous editions both in
French and English.
French historians of the Regency have naturally included accounts of
Law and the 'system' in their works. The chief are Voltaire, Millot, Mas-
sillon, Lemontey, Louis Blanc, Martin, Michclet, and Leclercq. Best of
these is Dom H. Leclercq, Histoire de la Regence, 3 vols,, Paris, 1921.
P,E. Lemontey's Histoire de la Regence et de la Minorite de Louis XV9 2
Yols., Paris, 1832, is important in that it is based in part on materials
which are now lost. Louis Blanc's account in his Histoire de la Revolution
Franqaise, Vol. 1, Paris, 1847, is extremely interesting, but the author may
have been led by his own peculiar political and economic views to
overstress Law's popular sympathies. The best history in English is by
J. B. Perkins, France under the Regency, London, 1892.
Interesting iconograhpies of the Mississippi scheme and its promoter
will be found in the anonymous Het groote Tafereel der Dtvashied, Am-
sterdam, 1720, and in Benjamin Betts's Descriptive List of the Medals
relating to John Law and the Mississippi Scheme^ Boston, Mass., 1907.